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SUBJECT: UN CHARTER REVIEW WORKING GROUP MEETING 

REF: USUN 525 

1 . UN CHARTER REVIEW WORKING GROUP MET TWICE ON FEBRUARY 24 
AND DISCUSSED PARAS ON PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES IN 
SECT STUDY. THIS SUBJECT AROUSED WIDEST DISCUSSION SINCE 
SESSION BEGAN, WITH MANY DELEGATIONS, LED BY THE US, CITING 
THIS AREA AS ONE IN WHICH AGREEMENT COULD BE REACHED ON NON- 
CHARTER REVISION PROPOSALS THAT WOULD IMPROVE UN EFFICIENCY 
AND BE BENEFICIAL TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. 

2. US, SPAIN, TURKEY, JAPAN, COLOMBIA, IRAN, GREECE, UK, 

ROMANIA AND SIERRA LEONE STATED THEIR WILLINGNESS TO STUDY 
APPROACHES WHICH WOULD STRENGTHEN ABILITY OF UN TO SETTLE 
DISPUTES PEACEFULLY. USSR, POLAND, GDR AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT ATTEMPTS TO LIMIT SOVEREIGNTY OF 
INDIVIDUAL STATES. UK, SUPPORTED BY USSR AND FRANCE, SAID THERE 
WAS NOTHING WRONG WITH SETTLING DISPUTES OUTSIDE UN; FOR 
INSTANCE, IN REGIONAL GROUPS. IRAN AND ROMANIA SAID THAT 
REGIONAL ACTION IS ACCEPTABLE FOR SMALL DISPUTES BUT NOT 

FOR LARGE ONES. MEXICO SAID REGIONAL GROUPS ARE USEFUL 
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INSTRUMENTS TO ASSIST BUT THEY SHOULD NOT BE REGARDED AS 
ESSENTIAL FIRST STEP PROHIBITING DIRECT DIRECT ACCESS TO UN. 

3. PHILIPPINES AND ECUADOR SPOKE IN FAVOR OF SETTING 
UP NEW METHODS AND MACHINERY TO SETTLE DISPUTES. 

EGYPT AGREED BUT SAID THIS COULD BE DONE WITHIN PRESENT 
WORDING OF CHARTER. NIGERIA AND SIERRA LEONE MADE STRONG 
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INTERVENTIONS CRITICIZING SC PERMANENT MEMBERS WHO OBSTRUCT 
UN EFFORTS TO BRING ABOUT PEACEFUL SOLUTION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA 
AND PARTICULARLY IN NAMIBIA WHERE THERE IS ICJ OPINION 
WHICH SC SHOULD ENFORCE. 
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